Parent Letter

Re: SASE 9 Kayak Trip
June 20, 2017
Dear Parent/ Guardian:
Our first overnight outing in the SASE 9 program is a 5-day kayak trip in Haines, Alaska. The trip is scheduled for September 5-9. Details are as follows (all times are Yukon time):
Agenda – Tuesday, September 5th, 2017 
· Morning - organize gear at PCSS; Haines Junction visitor centre session (~11:30am) and lunch; drive to Haines, Alaska
· Afternoon - visit at Klukwan (Chilkat Tlingit first nations village); drive to Haines and groceries/ errands
· Evening – drive to Chilkat State Park; set up camp and supper at Chilkat State Park; evening walk – local ecology and Tlingit language/ history session, marine communication/ navigation introduction; lights out ~9:30pm
Agenda – Wednesday, September 6th, 2017
· Morning - wake up (~7am), breakfast, assess weather, pack boats if conditions are favourable
· Late morning/ afternoon – paddle across to Moose Meadows in the Chilkat State Park; proceed down the shore if conditions are favourable; paddle across the Chilkat Inlet to the Davidson glacier if conditions are favourable and forecasted to remain favourable for the next day

· Evening – camp at either the Davidson Glacier or the Chilkat State Campground depending on the day’s paddling outcome; supper; evening teaching sessions; lights out ~9:30pm
Agenda – Thursday, September 7th, 2017
· Morning – wake up, breakfast, hike to Davidson Glacier if crossing completed yesterday

· Afternoon – pack boats and paddle back across the Chilkat Inlet
· Evening – camp where appropriate in the Chilkat State Park; supper; evening teaching sessions; lights out ~ 9:30pm
Agenda – Friday, September 8th, 2017
· Morning – wake up, breakfast, day paddle

· Afternoon – hike (Seduction Point, Mount Ripinsky, Battery Point); potential visit to the Bald Eagle Museum, the pool and/ or Haines library in town
· Evening – camp where appropriate in the Chilkat State Park; supper; evening teaching sessions; lights out ~ 9:30pm

Agenda – Saturday, September 9th, 2017
· Morning – early wake-up; fishing on Chilkoot River if time permits; commence drive back to Whitehorse

· Afternoon – drive to Whitehorse

· Late afternoon/ evening – unpack gear at PCSS; complete journals; dismissal (~5pm – see last section of this letter for details)
Equipment
· Kayaks, PFDs, wetsuits, throw bags, paddles and bilge pumps, paddle floats are provided by the Department of Education
· Students must bring clothing and gear as outlined on the equipment list; space is very limited in the kayaks
Shelter
· Students will sleep in tents in groups of 2-3; tent groups will be different from cook groups

· A large tarp will be used at camp for a communal shelter/ cooking area for inclement weather

· Males and females will be in separate sleeping groups
Supervision
· Teacher: Kathleen McDade; Chaperones: to be determined
Transportation
· Students will be transported to and from Haines, Alaska with a school van
· A truck with a trailer will be driven by a chaperone to transport kayaks
Food
· Students will be divided into cook groups of 2-3 individuals and will work cooperatively to plan meals for the trip

· Students are responsible for planning, purchasing and preparing meals for the trip

· Food will be stored in bear canisters and space is limited

· Cook groups will have a chance to purchase fresh food across the border in Haines, Alaska

· Meals required: 4 x breakfast, 5 x lunch and snacks, 4 x supper

Upon return to the school on Saturday, September 9th, 2017, students and leaders will cooperatively clean up all trip gear prior to dismissal. Students will be dismissed when clean-up and journaling is complete. Parents will be contacted for pick-up.
Please contact me with any questions or concerns about this trip.

Kathleen McDade

(w) 667-8044

Kathleen.mcdade@yesnet.yk.ca
http://www.mcdadepcss.weebly.com

